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1. Introduction

Stroud needs a new bus station because the current one (see photo on cover page) falls short 
on almost every front. It has no substantial shelter, no cafe, no bathrooms and it is situated on a
main road, which is simply unpleasant. It is also a significant walk from the train station.

It was discussed and assumed that a proper bus station would be built after the development 
on the site of the old one in 2004. The current station was intended as a temporary solution.

In 2009 the plans that were being discussed for a bus-rail interchange at the site of the train 
station were scrapped by Stroud District Council. This was the last anything was heard of the 
possibility for a new bus station to replace the ‘temporary’ one located outside of Merrywalks on
the A46.



2. Proposed Site

A site that was put forward in 2003 by Town Councillors as a possible site for a new bus station 
was London Road car park (Fig 2). This site was deemed too narrow by a consultation firm, and 
so the plan was dropped. 

However, there are several metres of unused land adjacent to the site (Fig 1), owned by Network
Rail. It can’t be certain whether Network Rail will part with this land, or if the extra land will make
the bus station possible. Notwithstanding these unknowns, the potential exists that this site, 
when extended onto part of Network Rail’s unused land, could house a bus station.

Fig 3 displays a photo of London Road car park with scaled drawings of double decker buses 
and possible station layout superimposed onto it. Although a very rough approximation of what 
could potentially sit on the site, it shows the possibility of the site being wide enough to 
accommodate a bus station if it were to be extended onto the unused land (Fig 1).

Fig 2. London Road car park, looking towards 
Brunel multi-storey car park

Fig 1. Unused land belonging to Network Rail 
adjacent to London road car park

Fig 3. Superimposition of scaled double decker buses and possible station layout onto 
birds-eye photo of London Road car park



3. Parking

To ensure the parking capabilities of the site are maintained the bus station would be given a 
roof on which parking would be. Access would either be from the existing multi-story car park 
next to the site or from ground level.

4. Comments From Interested Parties

A surveyor from Network Rail has said that it is a possibility that the unused land in question 
could be sold, but at this stage it is impossible to say for sure.

The managing director of Stagecoach West has said that an issue with the current station is the
uphill walk to the town centre. He also states that any new bus station site should not 
inconvenience bus users and/or put them off. 

Gloucestershire Integrated Transport have not made any comment besides emphasising the 
level of support that would be needed to bring this project to fruition.

5. Funding

At this stage funding has not been explored in detail. It may be possible to apply for a 
government grant, as Gloucester has done to partly finance its new bus station. Additionally, 
there is the opportunity to receive funds from commercial business’s which would open 
branches in the new bus station. Stroud District Council may also provide funds, as it originally 
had money set aside for a new bus station which was diverted into other projects when the bus 
station plans were scrapped.

6. Conclusion

It is very early days for this campaign and there are unknowns to be made into knowns. Until 
this is achieved, it can not be definitively known if this proposal is feasible. Thus the current 
drive is to gain enough support that the practicality of the site can be properly examined.
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